BHS Library/Information Literacy Curriculum 

The Sylvia K. Burack Library of Brookline High School is a learning environment where students are taught to find information in many formats, and where they discover quality materials and technologies for reading, viewing, listening, and creating products in a variety of formats, including multimedia presentations and reports for class assignments.   Centrally located, the library media center invites independent research and study as well as instruction to whole classes in our technology lab.

Easy access, professional guidance by certified teaching librarians, and extensive holdings provide a rich range of resources for all programs and all students.
Today, school library programs are recognized for their leadership roles in the intellectual, cultural and technological activities of the school.  This results from the following:
1. The information society requires problem solving and critical thinking skills because content and media change so rapidly.

2. A common literary heritage is best achieved through the systematic exposure to a large and inclusive body of exceptional literature.

3. Technology enables networked libraries to share a vast array of resources that individual libraries or schools cannot afford to own outright.

The Brookline Schools library program and resources provide the link between the classroom and life-long learning.  Its mission is central to the education of the 21st century student.  No individual classroom teacher can provide the range of literature or information to satisfy all student needs or interests at appropriate grade levels.  The library program offers direct instruction to students, and collaborative and reference services to teachers and administrators.  For students, the program follows two carefully aligned threads: information and technology skills, and literature appreciation.  Many concepts and skills are introduced in the earliest grades and expanded at each succeeding grade level. The program is based on access to a large collection of carefully selected resources, constantly updated technology skills, a thorough knowledge of the curriculum and of the diverse strengths and needs of our students. This instruction:
· encourages individuals to develop their imagination,  creativity, and independence through exploration and active learning, using a variety of materials
· focuses on thinking and critical reasoning skills, and interactive approaches to the Web
· involves literature and information in print, media, and electronic formats

· provides experiences in reading, listening, viewing and using information technology

· engenders positive attitudes toward diversity through carefully selected multi-cultural resources and experiences


The ultimate goal of the library program is to develop independent, eager readers and skilled, efficient searchers for information in a technological society, engaging students of all levels and kinds of ability in hands-on activities.  The extent to which Brookline students of today will be creative, knowledgeable, and intellectually mature citizens of tomorrow depends in large part on the breadth of resources collected and the degree to which information skills are an integral and vital part of the curriculum in all content areas.  For the most part, information skills are not taught in isolation, but only in the context of subject area classes.

I.  Learning Objectives:
Through completion of the freshman and New Student Library/Information/Technology Skills exercise and a variety of subsequent library experiences in subject area classes over the four years, the successful student will have learned:


Grade 9:
a. to be familiar with the BHS library resources, staff and procedures

b. to identify the information question or problem

c. to relate information and facts to prior knowledge

d. to identify and use keywords

e. to use particular software programs and databases for research

f. to use computer technology ethically in a networked environment

g. to use various media, video and copy equipment and software

h. to locate and access information in the BHS library and beyond

i. to examine and compare different types of information sources
j. to develop information and close reading skills
k. to develop criteria to evaluate sources, particularly websites.
l. to identify and extract important and relevant information
m. to use a system to organize information found
n. to combine ideas and information from various sources to show
 understanding
o. to appropriately use presentation technologies (ie. PowerPoint)
p. to prepare bibliographies, crediting sources of information used with correct citation formats
q. to select books for outside reading

Major curriculum connections for library experiences in Grade 9:  Library Information Skills Exercise with emphasis on the World History I  Curriculum, English and History outside reading, Student book reviews, ELL, Special Education, World Language (Latin, Japanese, Mandarin), Social Studies (Renaissance projects, Islam, Africa or Ancient Latin America projects), Science (Applied Physics projects)

Learning Objectives continued:  the successful student will have learned:


Grade 10:
a. to  use the BHS library regularly for research and reading assignments
b. to recognize a need for information
c. to  develop and refine the topic or problem independently

d. to identify and use keywords to construct a search strategy

e. to use computers to effectively search for information

f. to apply new strategies for finding information on the internet
g. to search “beyond Google”, to save and share websites found on Delicious.com
h. to practice ethical use of computer technology in a networked environment

i. to locate and access information in the BHS library and beyond

j. to develop and apply criteria to evaluate and prioritize sources

k. to comprehend and extract information, using reading and critical thinking skills
l. to seek and distinguish between different print and electronic sources
m.  to synthesize ideas and information from various sources
n. to identify what further information is needed
o. to prepare bibliographies, crediting  sources of information used with correct citation formats
p. to select books for outside reading, expanding their interests and geographic origins of literature and using book reviews and secondary source websites
Major curriculum connections for library experiences in Grade 10: English (outside reading in World Literature),  ELL, Special Education, World Language (Latin Roman architecture project, Spanish Country projects), World History (19th Century Latin American Independence movements project, Colonial legacy project, Islam in the modern world project, Current Global Issues), Chemistry in the Community.
Learning Objectives continued:  the successful student will have learned:


Grade 11:
a. to use the BHS library regularly and independently for research and reading assignments

b. to recognize a need for information

c. to develop and refine the topic or problem independently

d. to identify and use keywords to construct  several search strategies

e. to use computers effectively to search for information and process it

f. to utilize new strategies for finding more specific information on the internet
g. to search “beyond Google”, to save and share websites found on Delicious.com
h. to practice ethical use of computer technology in a networked environment

i. to locate and access information in the BHS library, and include more sophisticated collections when more scholarly information is needed

j. to regularly apply criteria to evaluate and prioritize sources 
k. to comprehend and extract important information from many disciplines, transferring learned search strategies and critical  thinking and reading skills

l. to seek and utilize increasingly complex print and electronic sources

m. to identify what further information is needed and adjust search strategies

n. to synthesize ideas and information from various sources 

o. to create and present a product using information effectively, choosing format and information
p. to prepare bibliographies, crediting the sources of information with correct citation formats
q. to broaden their outside reading choices and correlate fiction reading with their expanding content knowledge

Major curriculum connections for library experiences in Grade 11:   English outside reading, ELL, Special Education, World Language (Latin Power Point on Ancient Cities), U.S. History (Court Cases, Exploration projects, Native American project, Immigration project), Science (Biology Research projects on Diseases, Impact on the Environment project).
Learning Objectives continued:  the successful student will have learned:


Grade 12:

a. to use the BHS library regularly and independently for research and reading assignments
b. to effectively access resources from other libraries, such as Minuteman and university libraries in the area
c. to recognize a need for information of varied complexity and point of view

d. to develop and refine the topic or problem independently

e. to identify and use keywords to construct several search strategies 

f. to evaluate the process and results 

g. to show curiosity and tenacity in finding good information for a purpose

h. to use computers effectively to search for information, process it, organize and present it in various formats
i. to search “beyond Google”, to save and share websites found on Delicious.com
j. to utilize new strategies for finding more specific information on the internet
k. to delve more deeply into various levels of information, including scholarly ones
l. to practice ethical use of computer technology in a networked environment

m. to comfortably locate and access information in the BHS library, and use technology and skills to successfully use additional  sophisticated collections when more scholarly information is needed

n. to regularly and routinely apply criteria to evaluate and prioritize sources and extract information, using reading and critical thinking skills

o. to seek and utilize increasingly complex print and electronic sources
p. to effectively evaluate and identify what further information is needed and adjust search strategies when necessary
q. to synthesize ideas and information from various sources
r.  to create and present a product through selection and effective use of the best information available, choosing an appropriate format
s. to explore literature from various comparative perspectives, making thematic connections, genre studies, author studies or creative writing exercises as part of the Senior Paper project 

t. to locate and use appropriate critical secondary sources in literature and social science topics
u. to prepare bibliographies, crediting the sources of information used with correct citation formats
v. to select books for outside reading based on broad reading background, use thematic or genre criteria for selection,  explore life issues and correlate fiction and non-fiction reading with personal interests and  future plans  

w. to become aware of some information options and practices they will need at college
Major curriculum connections for library experiences in Grade 12: English Senior Paper project, ELL, Special Education, World Language (Poetry in Spanish project), Social Studies (Government, Good Citizen Course, Global Issues, Asian Studies), Science (Advanced Chemistry, Biomedical Research project, and Seminar in Current Science Topics), AP Environmental Technology (various projects), Engineering, World of Money, Medical Careers.
II. Learning Experiences:  In the BHS library students will:

a. receive and seek assistance of librarians on any aspect of research, technology, and literature selection

b. receive class and individual instruction by the librarians in the use of various catalogs, databases, Internet sites, and books to identify, locate and access information they need to complete assignments
c. use a variety of  desktop and wireless laptop computers in the library and library technical lab for hands-on practice in the above resources
d. work individually and in groups to solve information problems
e. use the automated library catalog to locate materials in the BHS library and learn to read and interpret the records they find.
f. identify and brainstorm keywords, synonyms, broader and narrower terms related to their topic
g. be exposed to newer Web2.0 applications as they relate to information and presentations

h. use keywords and Boolean logic to perform computer searches in many databases - historical, current events, scientific, literary 
i. answer reference questions using different kinds of reference sources, general and specific to disciplines
j. learn to use indexes, in books, online magazine indexes, internet directories, computerized library catalogs
k. practice critical thinking skills to develop search strategies 
l. use information skills: scanning, skimming, identifying point of view, distinguishing between fact and opinion, in books gathered on a closed reserve cart for a class research assignment
m. learn about and use computer networks, local and global, to find, transmit and store information

n. learn about and use media, video, audio and computer equipment to create notes and presentations
o. learn the concept, ethics, elements and formats of bibliographic citation for all sources including websites, blogs, graphics, etc., and learn to prepare bibliographies
p. choose books for outside reading, learning many ways to go about this

III. Outline of Library/Information and Technology Skills Curriculum Content:

A. Analysis of research question or problem, recognizing the need for information

B. Search strategies

· How to access many kinds of sources in many formats
· Organization of information

· Kinds of reference sources, general and specialized
· Keyword identification

· Effective Internet searching and use of interactive Web 2.0 tools
· Critical thinking, Boolean logic, etc.

C. Physical and electronic location of resources

D. Use of Indexes

E. Ethical and cooperative use of computers, software, networks

F. Evaluation of information

· Kinds of sources that exist
· Kinds of reference sources

· Literature of different disciplines

· Use of close reading skills

· Critical evaluation skills, media literacy

· Evaluation of Internet sites and information

G. Organization and use of information
· AV, copying, presentation equipment and software, Digital Video (taught in a    course through the Library Department

H. Preparation of bibliographies, emphasizing electronic source citations
I. Inspiring students to select books for outside reading by sharing informed and enthusiastic recommendations, reviews, and activities
IV. Library Materials:  

The collections of the Burack Library are carefully chosen to support the school’s many 
and varied course offerings, to complement classroom experiences, and to develop lifelong independence in research skills.  In addition to its general book collection, and curriculum-related videos/DVDs, the Library has a fine reference section which includes Internet access on many computers as well as indexes, paid databases and multimedia sources accessed via the Internet.   Online computer services and Internet access, customized web pages, and the BHS Weblab are used, where appropriate, to extend the library collections and search capabilities beyond the walls of Brookline High School. Librarians make special web pages to guide student searching for particular research assignments.
Equipment available for classes and individuals includes digital cameras, multimedia projectors and laptop computers. Video instruction is available, and video is integrated with computer technology for multimedia student presentations. 
